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IN THE BITTER WINTER OF 1944, WHEN 
THE SRITISH ARMY WAS SLOGGING 
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Chapter 1. Rousing Stuff 


TOWAROS THE END_OF DECEMBER, 1944, THE OFFICER COMMANDING THE 
BRITISH DIVISION, GENERAL CALDICOTT, MADE A PERSONAL TOUR OF THE 
FORWARD AREAS. i 











7 Say, SIR! | THAT'S REMARKABLY 
tot THINK \O8SERVANT OF YOU, 
WE'RE BEING ) SMITHERS / HAND 

ME MY HELMET 








THE GENERAL WAS A MAN WHO BELIEVED 
IN SEEING THINGS FOR HIMSELF 


‘NO, SMITHERS, | DO. 
NOT, WHEN 1 ATTEND 
YOU- YOU DON'T THINK WE'VE 





THE ‘CONFERENCE IN 
GOT. NEAR ENOUGH TO THE PARIS NEXT. WEEK, 
FRONT, DO YOU, SIR > df | HAVE TO REPORT ON 
a8 THE MORALE OF MY 
TROOPS, | MUST SEE 
THEM IN ACTION FIRST. 
CARRY ON, ORIVER. 
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THE BATTLEFRONT WAS A FLUID ONE, IN EVERY SENSE OF THE WORD. 
THE FIELDS ALONG THE CUTCH BORDER WERE WATERLOGGED. THE 
FIGHTING WAS” CONFUSED. 


71 SEEM TO HAVE 
WRONG... Y MISLAID A COUPLE OF ‘DON’T ORIVEL. 
ORIVER PA BATTALIONS OF INFANTRY, MAN. WHAT YOu 
SiR» ACCORDING TO THE MEAN 18. WERE 











THE STAFF CAR WAS STILL WANDERING AIMLESSLY ACROSS THE 
FLOODED BATTLEFIELD WHEN THE THREE-TONNER APPEARED FROM 


A SIDE ROAD AHEAD 





AH, ONE OF 

OUR SUPPLY 
TRUCKS! IT SEEMS: 
TO KNOW WHERE: 
IT?S. GOING, TOO. 


ris aN Heh Ses 
ey iW 
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THREE MES FARTHER = 
Aree RUNES Cat Ade” Au ERONT\ /CQUITE $0, SMITHERS, 
Sie RO eit Seas | / AE FRSOEs \/ PRE SMI MAB MEL 
WERE SOLDIERS LOUNGING AHEAD BY THE YOU P MUST_SET AN 


AROUND A“TANK IN THE LOOK OF IT, EXAMPLE OF CONFIDENCE 
STREET. ‘TO THE CHAPS, EH > 


S) 











THE GENERAU'S AIDE HAD SEEN QUITE RIGHT. THEY WERE FRONT LING 
TROOPS IN THE VILLAGE. THE ONLY TROUBLE WAS-THEY WERE GERMANS! 





HEY! 1 THOUGHT 
OU SAID THE: 
WESSEX RIFLES: 
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THE GERMANS WERE AS SURPRISED 
AS THE BRITISH, BUT THEY WERE 
RECOVERING WHEN THE STAFF CAR 
SLAMMED THROUGH THEM 


DON'T _PANIC,] 
SMITHERS f 
KEEP YOUR 
HEAD DOWN 
AND PASS ME 
MY HELMET, 

WILL YOu > 

















THE ROAD THROUGH THE VILLAGE 
TURNED SHARPLY JUST SEFORE 
THE SQUARE. THE TRUCK MISSED 
THE TURNING, ANO THE STAFF 
CAR FOLLOWED THE TRUCK. 


THE 
ENGLANOERS, 
ARE BOTTLED 
UP IN “THE 

SQUARE, THEY 
‘CANNOT , 
ESCAPE ! 
























WILL COVER U! 
BUT HOLO, You 
FIRE! 


ire 












THE STAFF CAR WAS PULLING UP BESIDE THE TRUCK WHEN THE 
SCHMEISSER BURST IGNITED THE PETROL TANK. BUT GENERAL, 
CALDICOTT WAS A BELLIGERENT CHARACTER. 


NO, SMITHERS, 
1 OON*TY IN THIS. 


SORT OF SITUATION, 
7 AGN / wo, 
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THE GERMANS, KEEN TO CAPTURE THE TRUCK INTACT, WERE STILL BEING 
KEPT AT A DISTANCE WHEN THE FIELD GLASSES RANGED ON THE SCENE 
FROM THE LOW HILL ABOVE THE VILLAGE .-- 
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THE OFFICER HOLDING THE FIELD GLASSES WAS CAPTAIN LIVERMORE, OF 
THE THIRO WESSEX RIFLES, LEADING A SECTION OF HIS COMPANY ON 


RECCE PATROL. <= 
GET_A RUNNER BACK TO. 

TRUST SOME SILLY CLOTS 8.H.0., SAR'NT. WE'LL JUST 

TO GET THEMSELVES INTO \OIVERT JERRY'S ATTENTION 








HAVE TO STICK OUR NECKS 
OUT FOR THEM, SIR > 


















THE MEN OF THE THIRD WESSEX] 
LIKE SERGEANT TRUGG, WERE 
SOBER VETERANS. BUT THEY HAD 
A SPECIAL INTEREST IN THE 
TRUCK 8ELOW. 

HALE A MO’, 


REMEMBER, MEN SARGE ~-ISN’T. 
ALL WE'RE GOING \THERE A FLAG 
T000,'8 ORAW | STENCILLED 
VERRY'S FIRE. SO} ON THE SIDE 
WusT sNeak WTO A “OF THAT 
POSITION AND 


THE MEN SCRAMBLED ON TO THE 
ROAD, UNSLINGING THEIR GUNS. THEY 
SURGED PAST CAPTAIN LIVERMORE 
BEFORE HE COULD STOP THEM. 


COME_ON, X WE'RE WITH YOU 
BLOKES ! COLLEY / STRAIGHT 
JERRY*S NOT) DOWN THE ROAD, 
SPOILING MY MATES / 
WEEKEND IF 

UCAN HELP, 











































‘ARE YOU MEN 
‘CRAZY P THERE'S 
ATANK ANO AT 

LEAST A COMPANY| 
‘OF GERMANS IN , 
THAT VILLAGE ! 












‘YOU'RE RIGHT, 

COLLEY ~~ 

AND TODAY'S: 
FRIDAY / 
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THE GERMANS, ANO GENERAL CALDICOTT, SAW THE ADVANCING THIRD 
WESSEX SECTION AT THE SAME MOMENT. 


(ACH! THE ENGLANOERS 
ATTACK FROM THE 
Rear! 








GREAT scoTT! 
PM_ BEING, 
RESCUED ! 





CAPTAIN LIVERMORE’S MEN WERE OUTNUMBERED 8Y FOUR TO ONE 
ANO,THE FANZER WAS CLOSE WITH ITS FIRST SHELL, 6UT THEY, 
t . 





i 
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PRIVATE COLLEY STEADIED THE SIGHTS OF THE ANTI-TANK WEAPON ON 
THE PANZER, IGNORING THE BLAST OF THE SECOND SHELL 


ill i 





n 
{ 
aaa 


VE GOT TO HIT THE 
Y SLIGHTER FIRST TIME... 











THE PIAT'S FIRST ROUND SCORED A DIRECT HIT ON THE NAZI TANK. THE 
THIRO WESSEX SECTION ROSE AS ONE MAN. 








‘SPOT, ON. 
COLLEY. UP AND, 
AT EM; BLOKES 
BuT KEEP YouR 
BULLETS AWAY, 
FROM THAT TRUCK 
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A DOZEN MEN POUNDED STRAIGHT INTO THE SQUARE AT THE 
MASSED GERMANS, LEAVING CAPTAIN LIVERMORE GASPING... 


OUT OF OUR Way, 
'SQUAREHEADS / 





wr 





Good sRier/ 
WHERE ARE THOSE 
LUNATICS HEADED 
FOR, SARINT ~~ 

BERLIN > 











FROM THE TAILBOARO OF THE TRUCK, GENERAL CALDICOTT WATCHED 
THE ATTACK WITH ASTONISHMENT ANO PRIDE - 


2 CLOBBER 
THEM THE 
x THIRD J 


"YN 


My word, smiTHers. 
| WOULON'T HAVE BELIEVED %@ 
THIS IF | HADN'T SEEN IT WITH 
MY OWN EYES / A HANDFUL OF 
‘OUR GALLANT LADS DEFYING 
FEARFUL ODDS TO RESCUE 
THEIR GENERAL / 


PIT TY 
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THE VENOM OF THE THRO WESSEX RIFLEMEN MADE UP FOR 
TREK. SP RUMBEAS. THE GERMANS WILTED ANS GROKE Ot ew 








OKAY, BLOKES —~ 
PANIC OVER. LET'S 
GET WHAT WE 
CAME FOR OUT , 
OF THAT TRUCKS 








GENERAL CALDICOTT BEAMED AT 
HIS RESCUERS . THE ONLY SNAG WAS 
THAT IT WAS NOT THE GENERAL 
THEY HAD COME TO RESCUE. 


7 SMASHING FRONT LOOK AT THIS--} 
SPLENDID , YX OKAY, DEATH- 
WORK, MEN! \ TOSH’ \ HERE, 


WITH ACTION _, / FROM OUR OWN 
PHOTOGRAPHS CORRESPONDENT! 


WHAT THE 
OON'T} 
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SO 1 GATHER, CAPTAIN! 
WOULD “YOU BE KINO ENOUGH 
TO_EXPLAIN WHAT IS. 
HAPPENING > WHAT IS THIS 
READING MATTER YOUR 
MEN FINO SO ENGROSSING? 





CAPTAIN LIVERMORE 
SIO HIS BEST TO 
EXPLAIN « 


LATE OR LORY, 
CAREY By 
“SU ag, 


VG Pep nesy 
fy 
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GENERAL CALOICOTT 
THE GATTLE FLAG. 





ON THE 
ACTIONS THICKEST / LET ME 
‘SEE ~-IT’S EDITED FROM PARIS... 





THE GENERAL WAS A MAN 
WHO LIKED TO SEE THINGS: 
FOR HIMSELF - 
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[ Chapter 2. Behind the Scenes 


THE NEXT WEEK,IN PARIS, GENERAL 
CALOICOTT HAD" AN HOUR’ TO SPARE... 


= You HAVE A MEMORY 
YES, GENERAL» LIKE A SIEVE, SMITHERS! 
THIS IS THE RUE KINOLY STOP THE CAR, 

i 


DE LA FAUSETTE wiLt You > 





























HE HAD REMEMBERED HIS PROMISE TO INSPECT THE 
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY NEWSPAPE! 
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THE GENERAL HAD BEEN RIGHT. THE VISIT TO THE BATTLE FLAG OF! 
LOOKED LIKE PROVING A VERY’ INTERESTING EXPERIENCE INOEED . 








GREAT SCOTT 
WHAT THE 
Deuce P 








BEING FOUGHT. 


‘ 
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AS THE GENERAL CLENCHED HIS "THE PHOTOGRAPHER GRINNED. 
FIST, A FLASHBULS POPPED... a 





CHEERFULLY. 














THE GERMAN SOLDIER HAD A FLUENT COMMAND OF ENGLISH. 
{ PERHAPS eZ fy 
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i SHOOTING IN 





THE LINES / 


“ 
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THE GENERAL PAUSED OUTSIDE 
OFFICES ABOVE THE COURT YAR 








THE LITTLE REPORTER PUT DOWN 
HIS _CUP OF TEA AND GRINNEO AT. 
THE GENERAL . > 


1 sain Towan ! 
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GENERAL CALOICOTT HAD SEEN ENOUGH. Y/7/ FRONT PAGE STORY. EHP 
~GEG 





= FAIRY STORY, MORE LIKE 
4 RY, 1 /Sy Gao, ruL Give 


S_WEEKIS 
BATTLE FLAGS 





THIS PHOTO NEEDS A SPOT OF ART- 

WORK, FRED. | WANT THIS CHAP TO BE 

WAVING A FLAG _OR SOMETHING. AFTER 

"ALL, HES SUPPOSED TO BE LEADING 
THIS TERRIFIC CHARGE - 


OKAY, 
BRIGHT. YOU'R! 
THE EDITOR: .. 
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THE EDITOR PATTED GENERAL 
CALODICOT T'S SHOULDER 
SYMPATHETICALLY. 


INTO_THIS WEEK'S 


‘STORY... 


LMEAN, IT'O BEA 
BIT_FAR-FETCHED TO. 
SHOW A GENERAL, 
RISKING HIS SKIN NEAR 
THE FIRING LINE. WE 
CAN'T EXPECT OUR 
READERS TO 
SWACLOW THAT 

ONE, CAN WE > 





1 SAY, YOUR PAL REALLY GETS 
CARRIED AWAY, BY HIS PART, 
DOESN'T HE > YOU'O THINK’ HE 
"ACTUALLY WAS_A_PEPPERY 
‘OLD GENERAL / 





BUT _DASH IT. HES” 
‘A PEPPERY OLD GENERAL / 
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BUT GENERAL CALDICOTT WAS 
MADE OF STERN STUFF. ZB) 














ENOUGH OF THIS.» 
FOMFOOLERY, SIR! 
AM GENERAL 
CALOICOTT. 
UCAME HERE To f 
SEE HOW THIS 
NEWSPAPER 

WAS RUN. 





¢ 


= i > i 
SS 7 YOU ARE P Ye tee 
RES | sou age) revo > Nl 
IMPRESSED . 


2 





~.AND HIS TEMPER HAD BEEN SORELY 
TRIED IN THE LAST HALF-HOUR 


SIR, | HAVE BEEN 
SCANGALISED ! YOU CALL 
THIS A NEWSPAPER > 1 CALL 

ITA TWOPENNY BLOOD / 
FROM COVER TO COVER ‘THIS 
BATTLE FLAG OF YOURS, 
1S NOTHING BUT A FAKE ! 
COME, SIR, PLL SHOW 
YOu" WHAT T MEAN --- 
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HE DRAGGED THE EDITOR TO A WINDOW OVERLOOKING THE 
COURTYARD 


THERE, SIR! THOSE BATTLE | 
PHOTOGRAPHS YOU PUBLISH 
TAKEN IN/YOUF 

BACKYARD, SIR) Manes! 
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THE EDITOR, THE REPORTER AND THE PHOTOGRAPHER LISTENED WITH 
OPEN MOUTHS . gue = 








PHEW / 

g i> OUT HE REALLY IS 

WHAT BATTLE REALLY Is JAA GENERAL! 
LIKE! 4 AM DRAFTING 


YOU TO THE LRONT = - 
> LING AT ON Ce) maga 
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Chapter 3. Back Page Story 





A WEEK OR TWO LATER, THE THREE NEWSPAPERMEN REACHED THE 
BRITISH FORWARD POSITIONS ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF THE SW. 








THE MEN OF THE THIRD WESSEX RIFLES HAD COME 
ALONG, HARD WAY FROM THE QUTCH BORDER 





HELLO, THERE / WE'VE J HAVE YOU, TOSH > WELL, \ 
BEEN POSTED Ti YOU_CAN'T BE LUCKY ALL)SH 
COMPANY... {THE TIME! My NAME’S 

CoLLey. 





Battle Deadline a bal 








a. 
AND EO LEMMON! ACTUALLY WE'RE 
STAFF OF GAT 7LE ALAG - 








YEAH, BATTLE FLAG'S REAL HOT STUFF | 
PM TELLING YOU, MISTER BRIGHT, OUR LIVES 
WOULO BE ROTTEN DULL WITHOUT IT! 


OEATH, GAMBLING GLORIOUSLY 
AGAINST FEARFUL ODDS «.. 
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[CAPTAIN LIVERMORE'S ANNOUNCEMENT] 
DELIGHTED THE LITTLE MAN. 


SORRY TO BUTT IN, CHAPS. 
SUT YOU'D BETTER GET SOME 
SHUT-EYE/ WE'RE LEADING THE 
ATTACK ON THE REICHSWALD 


FOREST AT DAWN TOMORROW. 
” THERE YOU 
ARE / WHAT DID. 





1 SAY PAT TACK 
AT. DAWN ! HOW, 
TERRIFIC / 





OSWALD BRIGHT SAW THE WAR IN 
TERMS OF LURID HEADLINES - 


CAPTAIN, CAN 
CCARRY THE 
ELAG INTO 
BATTLE 
TOMORROW P, 


PERHAPS 
L_ COULD 
EXPLAIN... 




















THOSE THREE BLOKES RUN 

THAT WILD NEWSPAPER, 

CAPTAIN? THE GENERAL 

SIGNALLEO 8.H.Q._HE 

WAS. GOING TO ATTACH 
‘THEM TO US 


P| REMEMBER / 
WELL, THEY'LL BE 
LUCKY’ IF THEY GET 
ANY FRONT PAGE. 
NEWS OUT OF ‘O* 
COMPANY. 


ER NO, SR) 
HE IsNiT f 
A| 
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LAUNCH THE ATTACK ON THE 
GERMAN-HELD REICHSWALD 
FOREST. 


COMPANIES TO, 
START LINES / 
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QSWALO SRIGHT'S FIRST 
STEP INTO BATTLE WAS, 
ASSISTED BY THE TANK 
BEHIND HIM ... 


IT?S ZERO HOUR: 

CHAPS. | SUPPOSE 
WE'D BETTER 
START MOVING - 


CHARGE 











CAPTAIN LIVERMORE’S UNROMANTIC 
ATTITUDE WAS A GREAT 
DISAPPOINTMENT TO OSWALD. 


THE EDITOR HAD HIS OWN IDEAS 
ABOUT THE WAY TO LEAD MEN 





BRIGHT. 


RIGHTO, CHARS, | 
KEEP BEHIND) 
THE TANKS 

AS YOU GO 
FORWARO.. 


GOOD GRACIOUS, 
NO, CAPTAIN / 

THATS NOT THE 
WAY TO. ADVANCE 
INTO BATTLE... 


INTO BATTLE. I 


FORWARO, X | say-~ 
THE WESSEX!) 00 YOU 
DEATH TO MIND +++ 
THE FOES 
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BUT UNFORTUNATELY THE TANK COMMANOER DIO NOT SHARE THEM. 

















FE TURD WESSER HAD REACHED THE FOREST ANO SHELLFIRE WAS 

TEE THING WESSES TAG FREES aROUNG THEM. = 
KZ 
Vy 
ha 





fi 


rape ree 
ou eer, asset) Yk 
WOW, THIS' IS GOING i dd. \\ 
g The REAL iw 3 
ING | § 
J 
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ED_LEMMON, THE PHOTOGRAPHER, 
LOOKED ACROSS TO THE GERMAN 
GUN EMPLACEMENT WITH 
GLEAMING EYES. 





COLO STEEL. 
1 MUST GET THIS / 





HE RAISED HIS CAMERA ~~ TRYING. TO» 
AND. LOWERED IT AGAIN WITH OU MEAN! THIS 
A GROAN. Bl GAYONET'S AS 
BLUNT AS MY 
INGER / 
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AN ARMY MARCHED ON ITS. THEN HOPE BLOSSOMED AGAIN IN 
STOMACH, ED KNEW, SUT THIS. THE PHOTOGRAPHER'S EAGER EYES. 
CHAP WAS GOING A'BIT TOO FAR, We 
QUICK, BLOKES! AH! THE GRIZZLED] 
SAT WHEN YOU CAN, MATE, JERRY'S GoT | SERGEANT LEADS 
AT'S WHAT | SAY! YOU A_MORTAR HIS MEN INTO THE 
NEVER KNOW WHERE YOUR NEST IN THAT [ FLAMING MOUTHS 
NEXT MEAL'S COMING FROM COPSE AHEAD. A, OF THE GUNS / 














HE RACED AFTER THE SOLDIERS INTO THE CLEARING... AND STOPPED 





THAT'S FUNNY ! 
WHERE DIO THEY ALL 
DISAPPEAR TO P 
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1N SERGEANT TRUGG'S VIEW, DISCRETION WAS THE SETTER PART OF VALOUR 








IRONMONGERY. FLYING 
AROUND » 











GLUMLY, ED LEMMON RETURNED TO HIS EDITOR. 





DASH IT, THERE 
MUST BE SOME EXCITING 
COPY AROUND SOMEWHERE / 
‘SEE WHAT YOU CAN 
FINO, CHARLIE... 








WP hme 
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IT LOOKEO AS THOUGH Seca w FS 


SAGE, THE REPORTER, WOU 
Have MORE LUCK... 


(AY NO.NO, ceoric! 
WRONG / 


AH! THIS IS WHAT , 
SIE HAD_IN_MINO! 


BUT THE DESPERATE SITUATION THE OFFICERS WERE DISCUSSING HAD 
HAPPENED AT THE OVAL SIX SUMMERS BEFORE... 





AT SHORT THIRD MAN / 


Pir was DENNIS COMPTONY NO. IT wast? 
WHO CAUGHT BRADMAN JCOMPTON WAS BOWLING. Goon 
AT SILLY MIO-OFF / 1T_WAS WALLY HAMMOND GRIEF L 


Y 
a 
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CHARLIE WAS TURNING Aways 
QISCOURAGED, WHEN HOPE ROSE 


NOTEBOOK AT THE READY, 
CHARLIE HURRIED FORWARD. 





7 BRING THE DOINGS. \ 
MATES~- THERE'S: 
A JERRY TANK... 


& <\ 
Saas 





GOSH, THIS IS. 
FRONT PAGE | 
‘STUFF, ALL RIGHT! 





WERE BREWING ~~ IT WAS TEA... 


BUT IT WAS NOT THE TANK THE SOLOIGRS: ] 





THIS WRECKEO TANK KEEPS 

THE WIND OFF A TREAT, BLOK! 
N_HAVE TH, 
CHAR 
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THE REALITY OF WAR HAD BEEN A BIG DISAPPOINTMENT 
TO THE STAFF OF BAT7LE FLAG..- 


IT’S NO GOOD, OSSIE/ we've NOs NOs SHARE ri 
ce it a- THis } CONT’ SAY T 








rs 
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THE GENERAL HAD NOT FORGOTTEN HIS HARROWING EXPERIENCE IN PARIS,| 


‘SO IT'S YOU, MISTER 
HO 











'S BEEN A BIT 
DISAPPOINTING SO FAR. 















OSWALD SRIGHT'S BELIEF 
IN THE GLORIES OF BATTLE 
HAD NOT BEEN SHAKEN, 
HOWEVER . 
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Chapter 4. Glorious Wi r 


‘AN HOUR BEFORE DAWN 












IN A_DUG-OUT BEHIND THE BRITISH LINES, GENERAL CALDICOTT OUTLINED 
HIS PREPARATIONS FOR THE GATTLE. g 


DEFENCES/ STRICT ADHERENCE 
TO MY PLAN IS ESSENTIAL 
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AS THE GENERAL SPOKE, THE BATTERIES OF BIG GUNS SWUNG INTO 











FIRST OF ALL, THE 
GUNS WILL LAY’ DOWN 
A CARPET OF HIGH 
EXPLOSIVE! | ESTIMATE 
TWELVE HOURS FOR THEM 











~-;THEN THE TANKS WILL GO 

wW/ (TWILL TAKE THEM TWELVE 

MORE HOURS TO BREACH THE 
GERMAN PILLBOXES/-AS 
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THE EDITOR OF BATTLE FLAG DID NOT HEAR THE GENERAL'S 
REMARKS, ANO PERHAPS IT WAS JUST AS WELL. 








THE MEN WILL BE COME ON, YOU TWO+ 
SUPERFLUOUS IN THIS LET'S GET READY! 
OPERATION! THIS WILL. WE SHALL SOON BE 
BE A BATTLE OF GUNS LOCKED IN MORTAL 
AND ARMOUR, NOT OF ‘COMBAT / 
FLESH AND BLOOD / 
THE MEN CAN MOP 
UP AFTER IT'S 

ALL Over f 





FOR OSWALD BRIGHT HAD MADE HIS OWN PREPARATIONS, 
AND THREAD, FOR THE COMING BATTLE. 


THERE ! NOW 
PM READY TO 
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WITH PONOEROUS PRECISION, THE MASSED GRITISH GUNS AND ARMOUR. 
MADE READY TO PUT THE GENERAL'S ASSAULT PLAN INTO VIOLENT 


‘SIX SQUADRON FROM. 
COMMANDER! ALL TANKS B= 
WILL KEEP SEHIND, THE 
GUN BARRAGE / 











PANO ALL MEN 
WILL KEEP BEHIND )F} 
THE TANKS / 





AS_DAWN BROKE, A THUNDEROUS BARRAGE TORE THE SILENCE TO 
ISHREDS AND CAST A LIVIO FALSE DAWN OVER THE FOREST 
BATTLEFIELD. THE ASSAULT ON THE SIEGFRIEO LINE HAD BEGUN. 
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THE MEN OF “O* COMPANY, THE THIRD QUT. THE EDITOR OF BA77LE) 

WESSEX RIFLES, MERE PAWNS IN THE ZAG HAD NO INTENTION 

GENERAL’ S PLANS, SHUFFLED SLOWLY OF BEING A PAWN 

FORWARD BEHIND THE TANKS - + 
NO, THIS 1S TOO MUCH / 


1 SAY, CAPTAIN) WE'VE BEEN THROUGH ALL. 

WHEN ARE WE THIS BEFORE! THESE 

GOING TO CHAPS JUST DON?T. KNOW, 
HOW TO PUT ON A BATTLE! 


AOVANCE 
eR.. WELL, PLL JOLLY WELL 
a = ‘SHOW THEM / 








oo 





THE ONLY THING HE LACKED WAS A RAISED SWORD AND A FLAG. 


[Fas ‘A VALIANT ARM IN THE AIR, OSWALO GRIGHT GALLOPED FORWARD, | 
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PRIVATE COLLEY SAW WITH ALARM AND DISMAY THE LONELY LITTLE 
FIGURE CHARGING OFF INTO THE DAWN. 





DY FOLLOW ME, 
=< (mesRave tans / 
SSR WARS 


SN 


Lumme / OLD 
OSWALO'S TAKING 
OFF ON HIS OWN / 
HE'LL DO HIMSELF 
AN INJURY! I'VE GOT. 

TO STOP HIM / 








WITH THE SAME ALARM ANO DISMAY, PRIVATE EVANS AND THE MEN OF 
"O* COMPANY SAW PRIVATE COLLEY CHARGING FORWARD. 





COME BACK» 
MISTER BRIGHT / 
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THE SIGHT OF THE RAPIOLY- 
ADVANCING CAPTAIN WAS TOO MUCH 
FOR THE REST OF THE BRITISH 
INFANTRY. THEY TOOK _ONE LOOK 
AND BRAVELY FOLLOWED SUIT. 









—— 

CAPTAIN LIVERMORE AND. 
SERGEANT TRUGG WERE NEXT 
TO JOIN THE PROCESSION... 









Look, MATES / THE 
‘CAPTAIN'S LEADING A 
CHARGE / ARE WE 
GOING TO STAND 
BACK WHILE HE 
GOES IT ALONE dl 


rs7 







WHAT_WOULD THE GENERAL 
SAY P WE'VE GOT TO 
‘STOP THEM .., 











'N A FEW MINUTES, THE EDITOR OF BATTLE FLAG NAD STARTED A 
WHOLE BRITISH INFANTRY REGIMENT ON A WILD GALLOP INTO GLORY. 
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THE GERMANS IN THE WESSEXN TEUFEL! THESE ENGLANDERS! 
For @) ) THEY TREAT WAR LIKE A GAME 
ANO ON TOP OF THAT THEY 
BEND THE RULES / 











BY THIS TIME OSWALO BRIGHT’S HOT FERVOUR HAD COMMUNICATED 
ITSELF TO PRIVATE COLLEY ANO THE REST OF THE CHARGING MEN. 





STONE Me! WE'VE MADE THE JERRY 
FORWARD TRENCHES! OLD OSWALD'S 


YOU SAID A 
MOUTHFUL, COLLEY!, 
FORWARD] 
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AS THE MOB OF CHEERING SOLDIERS DASHED FORWARD, 
EO LEMMON CLICKEO HIS SHUTTER EXCITEOLY. 








LET ME SEE... THEY'RE 
RUNNING PRETTY FAST. 
ATWO-FIFTIETH AT 
F-ELEVEN SHOULO 00 IT. 






















STRAIGHT ACROSS THE BATTLEFIELD 
Like A TORRENT OF FIRE SWEPT OSWALO 
BRIGHT’S IMPROMPTU ARMY. 


THERE'S THE SEARCH ME, 

SIEGFRIED LINE» TAFF/ | RECKON 

COLLEY! WHY AREN'T ) OLO ‘OSWALO'S 

THE JERRIES, SHAKEN THEM 

GUNNING US P RIGIOS COME 
NT 


[EVEN THE CANGUIO_CAPTAIN 
LIVERMORE WAS SEIZED BY 
A WILD EXHILARATION. 








HERE, CAPTAIN, THERE'S 
HALF THE ARMY FOLLOWING 
US] HOW ARE WE_GOING TO 
GET THEM ALL BACK > 


WE AREN'T, TRUGG ! THIS 

IS MARVELLOUS! | HAVE 

\NOT ENJOYED MYSELF 
SQ MUCH SINCE 
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THE GERMANS IN THE SIEGFRIED LING _COULO NOT BE EXPECTED TO KNOW| 
THAT A MAN OF OSWALD SRIGHT’S LURID IMAGINATION WAS FACING THEM. 





7 NONSENSE / NOT EVEN THE 
TH-THEY £004 CL ANDE: 
LIKE ENGLANOERS 
R HERR OGERST/ 


———> 





AS THE HAUPTMANN SWUNG OPEN THE HEAVY DOOR OF THE BUNKER, A 
FIERCE LITTLE FIGURE CHARGED COWN ON HIM WITH A BLOOOCUROLING 


ay 7 
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INTO THE HEART OF THE MASSIVE GERMAN DEFENCES SWEPT OSWALD 
GRIGHT AND HIS FIERY-HEARTED FOLLOWERS. 


















QUT THERE WERE SNAGS TO THIS 
Fe. AS ED 






THE STAEE OF Ga77LE FLAG HAD 


BEEN WORKING OVERTIM 


-— HE! 
USED UP ALL, 









BLOW IT, YOURE 
JOGGING MY ARM!) 


WAS MUCH 
EASIER TO OO 


THIS IN PARIS f 














A 


50 Battle Deadline 





CHARLIE SAGE, TOO, WAS HAVING HIS DIFFICULTIES AS THE UNDERGROUND 
HERE, LOOK ouT! 


BATTLE RAGED 








BUT THE OEMORALISED, GERMANS WERE NO MATCH FOR THE THIRD 
WESSEX ON THAT INSPIREO AND MEMORABLE 





SI 
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THE MAN WHO _HAD DONE THE INSPIRING WAS READY NOW TO REAP THE 
REWARD OF HIS PRE-BATTLE PREPARATIONS . 

1 SAY, ED. IF YOU'VE GOT ANY OW DEAR, TRUGG, I'VE JUST. 
FILM LEFT, THERE'S ONE MORE REMEMBERED ~~ SOMEONE'S 





GOT_TO BREAK THE NEWS 
TO THE GENERAL f 














QSWALO BRIGHT TURNED WITH A GENERAL CALOICOTT_ SNATCHED 

CROOKED SMILE_AS CAPTAIN UP HIS CAP WITH A SNARL . 

LIVERMORE GOT SRITISH wa 

HEADQUARTERS ON THE RADIO. BUT THEY NX THEY HAVE OONE IT) 
CAN'T 60, \ SMITHERS! AND MY, 
PLAN'S GONE UP IN 


ER YES, GENERAL. NOW, NOW, THAT, SIR! 
THAT /S WHAT | SA\ WHAT ABOUT ) SMOKE! TWENTY - 


CAPTAIN! 
1M AWEULLY SORRY, | WE NEVER YOUR PLAN B/FOUR HOURS | SAID 
SIR-- 807 WE'VE THIS BATTLE WOULD 
GONE AND LAST... AND THEY'VE 


CAPTURED FLAG f WEVE FINISHED IT IN 
THE SIEGERIED GON CAPTURED] 
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THE GENERAL'S JEEP RACED FORWARD ACROSS THE ROI 
DEVASTATINGLY CAPTURED BY THE Rind Wessex SROUNO SS 








NOW, WHERE ER «THAT 
Is THE SCOUNDREL Y WOULON'T SE 
WHO TURNED MY HIM UP THERE , 
NICE_ORDERLY WOULD iT, 

BATTLEFIELD GENERAL © 

TOPSY-TURVY P, 





ON THE SUMMIT OF THE SIEGFRIED LINE, OSWALO BRIGHT WAS POSING 
WITH THE UNION JACK HE HAD STITCHED WITH HIS OWN HANOS THAT 
NING « 
HOW'S THAT, EO > \ SPOT-ON, OSSIE ! IT'D. 
OF COURSE, THIS Is ) MAKE A SUPER COVER 
FOR BATTLE FLAG, 


\Y ~\\ “Just FOR 'MyY 
a = a \ PRIVATE ALBUM J ‘THOUGH / 





wa 
= 


MAS 
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GENERAL CALDICOTT Wad Ni 





UNDER HIS COMMA\ 
DEFIANCE OF HIS ORDERS... 


YOU_ON AN’ 
SPLENDIO FEAT 


F ARMS 
















A MONTH OR TWO LATER, ONE SUNNY OAY IN THE SPRING, TWO BRITISH 
INFANTRYMEN WERE ON LEAVE IN PARIS... 


Loma 
FIRST rene gar, tars THe 
Poi (Ae wet wns 


ly 












COR, 1S IT P WHY 

DON'T we ‘LOOK 

UP OLD OSWALD, 
THEN > 
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MW THose Newsxounos Yvean, TAFE! 


HAVE GOT IT TAPED. 
€H, COLLEY Pp 


OFFICE 





BUT AS THEY SWUNG OPEN THE GATE IN THE WALL THE SOUND AND. 


Fury OF BATTLE ENVELOPEO THEM 





HOLD IT, CHaps ! 

UE MORE 

EXPRESSION - 
SPOT-ON / 
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55 
COLLEY AND EVANS PLUNGED AFTER THE PHOTOGRAPHER THROUGH 
SRE CRUSH OF THE MINIATURE BATTLEFIELO. 

GOSH, IT'S COLLEY) 1 T'S BLINKING 
ANO TAFE! THIS INCREDIBLE/HERE, 
iS WONDERFUL | WHAT'S GOING ON, ED? 





















BUT ED LEMMON HELO A FINGER TO HIS LIPS AS THEY REACHED 
THE CORRIOOR ABOVE THE COURTYARD 











CHARLIE SAGE WAS ALSO BACK] | OSWALD BRIGHT SWUNG ROUND 
AT WORK... JOYFULLY AS THE TWO. 


INFANTRYMEN STUMPED INTO HIS 
OFFICE. 


3124S THE STUKAS DRONE 
AWAY, LEAVING THE TRENCH 
WN WHICH | AM LYING A 
8ROKEN; BATTERED; 
SURNING SHAMBLES 


PCOR! WHAT AN. 
IMAGINATION / 
r 


9) 












COLLEY: 
TAFF/ MY OLD 
COMRADES -IN = 
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PRIVATE COLLEY GRINNED DOWN AT THE LITTLE EDITOR . 





COLLEY WAS JUST 
SAYING WHAT LURID 
IMAGINATIONS WE 
HAD ON GA77Le 
FLAG, OSSIE F 


NO OFFENCE, OSWALD, 
BUT | MEAN TO SAY! ED & 
PHOTOGRAPHING BATTLES IN 
THE BACK YARO! CHARLIE 
WITH HIS FEET ON THE DESK 
WRITING HIS STORY WITH 
HIS FINGERNAIL / 


WELL, PERHAPS WE DO 
STRETCH THINGS A POINT 
OR “TWO, COLLEY? BUT YOu 
SEE, IT'S MUCH EASIER TO 
ORGANISE THE WHOLE THING 
HERE IN PARIS / AFTER ALL 
BATTLES OO HAPPEN IN 
JUST THE WAY WE SAY 
THEY OO... 
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HE HELO UP THE LATEST ISSUE OF HIS. 
NEWSPAPER. ON THE COVER WAS PERHAPS: 
THE MOST GLAMOROUS OF ALL THE 

GLAMOROUS PHOTOGRAPHS OF WAR THAT 
BATTLE FLAG HAO EVER PUBLISHED «-- 








1 MEAN, 
WE PROVED’ 
THAT, DIDN'T 


We 











Grin any unauthorised cover by way of Trader of aiixed to OF as part of any publication oF advertising, 
Hlerary or pictorial mattcr whatsoever. ee 





ALSO ON SALE NOW 
WAR PICTURE LIBRARY 


No. 253—MAN OF ACTION No. 254—HELL RUN 


He came from the backwoods of An Arctic convoy tested a man to 

Canada to fight for freedom in a the limit of endurance—and beyond. 

war half a world away... None more so than the man in 
command ! 


No. 255—THE STEEL TRAP 
Death crouched In ambush for the 
Aussies—because their commander 
would not listen to a gambler's hunch. 


EXTRA...! EXTRA...! EXTRA...! 








aor wb. EE 
coat ica PAY aad 


aii-action picture-stories in EACH issue! 
ON SALE NOW 


NEW! OUT NOW! 
GIANT 


WAR PICTURE LIBRARY 





GIANT WAR 
PICTURE LIBRARY 
SERIES 


Giont-size action . . . on 64 giani-size 
pagas : 133 ins, long x 5t ins. wide ! 


Peace ATS] 
Four Exciting Numbers 


No.9; TRAIL OF DEATH 
++ SEEK AND DESTROY 
UNDERCOVER MAN 
No. 10 : DAY OF FREEDOM 
THE SECRET EYE 
No. 11: Hig COURAGE 
JUNGLE TREACHERY 
No. 1 : He RAIDERS 
BREAK-OUT 
Each with big centre-page drawings of 
tonks ond planes—ond interesting 
information about them ! 
FOUR NEW TITLES TO BE PUBLISHED 
EVERY MONTH ! 1/6 EACH es's:crenty 





CAN BE PROUD 
- OF YOUR BODY! 


Don’t let others take, the " mickey ” out of you because 
of your skinny build ! Give me seven days and I'll prove 
that you'll add powerful NEW MUSCLE so fast your 
friends will gape with wonder ! I don’t dose or doctor 
ou. And I've no use for weights and other contraptions 
that may strain your vital inner organs. 












“DYNAMIC-TENSION ” DOES IT ¥in this 


AIL want you to do is apply my famous * Dynamic- 
Tension ™ to the * sl muscle power in your 
own body. In only 15 minutes a day you'll soon 
notice an amazing difference, Your shoulders begin 
to swell, you add inch Jur-chest. strengthen your 
back, give yourself’ a vice-like grip and mighty legs that 
never get tired ! My free 32-page book tells all about 
* Dynamic-Tension *—the natural method which 
changed me from a skinny weakling to twice winner of 
the title: "The World’s Most Perfectly Developed Man.” 
It shows what I'll do for YOU ! Post coupon at once to 


Charles Atlas, Dept. I7-H, Chitty St., W.I. 


FREE ! Sree book 





























HERE'S THE KIND OF 
BODY | WANT 
(Check as many as 
you like) 














CIA Deep Chest 
Cl Big Arm Muscles 
1 Broad Shoulders 









NAME 





Ci Tireless Legs 
More Weight 
(Cl Magnetic Personality 


ADDRESS 










CHARLES ATLAS 
'ON TY 








SEND FOR MY FREE TRIAL OFFER 


CHARLES ATLAS 
Dept. 17-H, Chitty St., London, W.1. 





Smaing 7-DAY FREE 


(Block Letters, Please) 


Show them 
you can 
become a 


IN 7 DAYS—IP’LL PROVE YOU 


Gr 












RE cath ed | 
Is of your § 
} 


TAL OFFER) 








AGE 


